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Setting the scene

The people to land 

relationship is dynamic

and 

reflects the cultural and 

institutional setting 

of the country or jurisdiction

The cadastral concept 

is dynamic as well 



Evolution of cadastral systems

Evolution of Western Cadastral Systems

Tomb of Menna, Ancient Egypt, ca. 1500 BCE 



The FIG Agenda ...

1996
FIG Statement 

on the Cadastre 

Concepts and 

standards

1996
Bogor Declaration 

FIG/UN initiative 

on the role of 

cadastral 

infrastructures

1998
Cadastre 2014 

A FIG vision in six 

statements for future 

cadastre systems .  

1999
Bathurst Decalaration

FIG/UN initiative on 

land administration in 

support of sustainable 

development  



Cadastral Systems

1996
Land Administration 

Guidelines, UN-ECE



Land Registration Systems around the World

Deeds System (French/Latin/USA style): A register of owners; the transaction is recorded ïnot the title.

Title System (German, Torrens/English style): A register of properties; the title is recorded and guarantied.



Williamson, Enemark, Wallace, Rajabifard, 2010



LAS provide the infrastructure for implementation of land polices

and land management strategies in support of sustainable development.

Land Tenure: the allocation and security of rights in lands; the legal surveys of boundaries; the transfer of property through sale or 

lease; and the management; adjudication of disputes regarding rights and boundaries.

Land Value: the assessment of the value of land and properties; the gathering of revenues through taxation; and the management 

and adjudication of land valuation and taxation disputes.

Land-Use: the control of land-use through adoption of planning policies and land-use regulations at various levels; the enforcement 

of land-use regulations; and the management and adjudication of land-use conflicts.

Land Development: the building of new infrastructure; the implementation of construction planning; and the change of land-use 

through planning permission and granting of permits.



Williamson, Enemark, Wallace, Rajabifard, 2010



The FIG Agenda ...

2005
Aguascalientes 

Statement on 

development of 

land information 

policies in the 

Americas.

Joint FIG/UN 

initiative

2006
FIG Contribution 

to  Disaster Risk 

Management.

2008
Costa Rica 

Declaration on pro-

poor Coastal Zone 

Management

2010
Land Governance in 

support of the MDGs 

Joint FIG/WB initiative. 



The FIG Agenda

from Cadastre to Land Governance

Á Holding of rights to lands

Á Economic aspects of land 

Á Control of land use and land development

Administering the people to land relationship through

Á Land Policy

Á Land Management

Á Good Governance

and

Á Building the capacity to deal with this



People, human rights, engagement and dignity

Politics,land policies and good governance

Places, shelter, land rights, and natural resources

Power, decentralisation and empowerment

It is all about:

and



Land governance is about the policies, 

processes and institutions by which land, 

property and natural resources are managed.

This includes decisions on access to land; 

land rights; land use; and land development. 

Land governance is about determining 

and implementing sustainable land policies.  

Land governance      



Understanding the Land Management Paradigm

Land Management includes all activities associated with the management of 

land and natural resources that are required to fulfill political objectives and 

achieve sustainable development. 
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Significance of the Cadastre



The Educational Profile of Cadastral Surveyor

FIG/CLGE seminar, Delft, 2000



strongly supports regional organisations in surveying and 

land management, that can facilitate professional development in 

response to regional needs, such as in Asia, Latin America, 

Arab Countries, Africaéé

In Europe ïwhere institutions and systems are generally well 

implemented, the focus is mainly on adjustment, improvement, 

capacity building, public/private partnership, education, CPD, 

professional and ethical codes of conduct, mutual recognition, etc....

- the bar can not be set too high

Europe is a very strong partner ïa role model ïin building 

the global standing of the surveying profession

Regional Development      



Global Partnership on Land Governance

is strongly committed to the MDGs 

and the UN-Habitat GLTN agenda 

No development will take place without having a spatial dimension

No development will happen without the footprint of the surveyor



Facing the new challenges

Focusing on land Governance and achieving the MDGs, 
also includes facing the big challenges of the new millennium:

ÅClimate change

ÅFood shortage

ÅEnergy scarcity

ÅUrban growth

ÅEnvironmental degradation

ÅNatural disasters

ÅGlobal financial crisis

All these challenges relate to governance and management of land 

Land professionals play a key role
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Urban population growth

Total world population : 6.5 billion

2007: Total urban population: 3.3 billion

Total slum dwellers: 1.1 billion


