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Basic Cadastral Dimensions

SWITZERLAND

41'290 km2

7.7 million people

~4.0 million parcels

26 cantons

~2600 municipalities
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Confederation with 26 cantonsé

Cantons maintain 

political and 

administrative bodies 

on their own
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é and 2596 municipalities

Cantons are further 

divided into 

municipalities



7Federal Office of Topography swisstopo

Federal Directorate for Cadastral Surveying
06.05.2010

Content

ÅBackground

ÅOrganization 

of the Swiss 

cadastral 

system

ÅLegal basis

ÅPPP

ÅEducation

ÅFurther 

information



8Federal Office of Topography swisstopo

Federal Directorate for Cadastral Surveying
06.05.2010

Swiss cadastral system

guaranteed by

Real estate
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The Swiss cadastral system guarantees mortgages at 

a total value of over CHF 700ô000ô000ô000 (or EUR 

500ô000ô000ô000)

(or over CHF 100ô000 per inhabitant)

Real estate : Economic impact
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Maze of rules and regulations
In this everyday scene, a total of 101 laws, ordinances and regulations must 

be observed (from FACTS, 2.9.04)
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ñNewò Swiss cadastral system

guaranteed by restricted by

Real estate
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Federal

Level

Municipality

Level

Cantonal

Level

Municipal
Surveying Offices

Organisations involved in cadastral system

Government

Dept. for Defence, 

Civil Protection 

and Sports

Dept. of Justice 

and Police

Federal Office of 

Topography swisstopo
Federal Office of 

Justice

Federal Directorate 

of Cadastral Surveying

Office for Land Registry and
Real Estate Law

Cantonal
Surveying Offices

Private Licensed
Land Surveying Offices Private

Notary Offices

Cantonal and Regional 
Land Registry Offices

Cantonal Governments

Licensing

Commission 

for Surveyors

Cantonal 

PRLR Offices

???
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Organisation of cadastral surveying

Organisation

Federal Level

Cantonal
Level

Level

Municipality

Level

~270 Private Land Surveying Offices

~15 City Surveying Offices

~3000 employees

Execution

Cantonal Surveying 

Offices

~300 employees

Operational 

management

Tasks

Federal Directorate

of Cadastral 

Surveying

~15 employees

Supervision,

strategic management

Contracts

Agreements
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Legal foundation: 
Art. 75a of federal Constitution

Art. 75a Surveying
1 National surveying is a 

matter of the Confederation.
2 The Confederation shall 

legislate on cadastral 

surveying.
3 It can legislate on the 

harmonization of official 

land information .
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Legal basis

Swiss Civil Code, 1912

ÅSecurity of ownership, efficient land 

market, and mortgaging of real estate

Act on Geoinformation, 2008

ÅA uniform legal basis for all land 

information based on the various federal 

decrees (incl. cadastral surveying)

ÅA legal basis for the introduction of a 

cadastre for public legal restrictions 

on landownership rights (PRLR-

Cadastre)
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Specific parts (technical parts)

General part

Structure of GeoIG

General 
regulations

Cadastre of Public 
Restrictions on 

Landownership Rights

National
Survey

Geological
Survey

Cadastral
Survey

Existing special laws

Special 
environ-

mental law
é
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The licensed land surveyor in the 
geoinformation act

Licensed land surveyors who 

have successfully completed the 

federal state examinations and 

who are registered in the 

Register of Licensed Land 

Surveyors are authorised to 

perform independent (self-

employed) work in Cadastral 

Surveying.
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Ordinances
Ordinance relating to the Cadastral Surveying

Technical ordinance relating to 
the Cadastral Surveying

Ordinance for the 
formation of the 

licensed surveyors 
an the professional 

occupation
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Organisation of cadastral surveying

Organisation

Confederation

Canton

Level

Municipality

~270 Private Land Surveying Offices
~15 City Surveying Offices

~3000 employees

Execution

Cantonal Surveying 

Offices

~300 employees

Operational 

management

Tasks

Federal Directorate

of Cadastral 

Surveying

~15 employees

Supervision,

strategic management

Contracts

Agreements
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Private Sector: Why?

Å By delegating sovereign duties to the responsibility of the 

private sector, the federal government can reduce its 

administrative work load. 

Å The potential for innovation is increased considerably through 

the inclusion of the private sector

Å The private industry is positioned locally = customer proximity

Å Peripheral regions are provided with quality work places
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Tasks of a private surveyor

Å Initial Survey and Renewal of the cadastral survey

ÅContinuous and periodic updating

ÅData Processing

ÅData management 

and data backups

ÅData delivery

ÅConsulting

+ Private mandates
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Private Sector: Basic conditions

ÅSurveyors entrusted with cadastral surveying are 

carrying out a sovereign function and are in this 

respect regarded as persons of public trust. 



25Federal Office of Topography swisstopo

Federal Directorate for Cadastral Surveying
06.05.2010

Role of Private Sector

Private SectorPublic Sector

Two Partners:

Ålegislation (Federal and 

cantonal level)

Åfinancing structure

Åsetting standards

Åsupervision

Åco-ordination

Åverification

Åproduction

Åmaintenance

Åservice to clients

Åinnovation

public private partnership
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License and register: Why?

ÅA license issued to cadastral surveyors and an entry 

in the register for licensed surveyors guarantee a 

minimal standard of professional and personal 

competence in cadastral surveying.

ÅThrough the federal register for licensed surveyors, 

the surveying ordinance makes a clear distinction 

between an educational certificate, professional 

practice and disciplinary measures. 
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Diagram

Master
Practical

experience
2 years

State 
examination

Register

Federal 
Institute of 
Technology 

(ETH), 
Universities, 

Universities of 
Applied 

Sciences

1 2 1 License

Accreditation 
for 

professional 
occupation

Basic education Practical training
Specialized 
formation

Personal 
aptitude

1

2

Accreditation "sur dossier" of theoretic educational requirements by Surveying Commission

Additional modules to meet requirements are optional
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Theoretical educational requirements

ÅMasters from a university, institute of higher learning 

(Bac + 5)

ÅAll persons with an accredited Masters are admitted

ÅPrerequisites are conform with EU regulations 

(Accord3)
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Courses for theoretic requirements

a. Scientific requirements:
- mathematics

- physics

b. Geomatics:
- basic geodesy

- geodetic measuring techniques and evaluation methods

- error theory and adjustment compensations

c. Information technology:
- computer sciences

- geoinformation systems

d. Surveying in Switzerland:
- national surveying

- cadastral surveying
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e. Land management:
- land use planning and regulations

- real estate reallocation and regulations

- property and real estate appraisal

f. Swiss law:
- general legal studies

- laws pertaining to property and real estate 

- laws in surveying and geoinformation

- laws concerning construction, planning and environment

g. Corporate management:
- business administration

- project management

Courses for theoretic requirements
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The theoretical requirements equivalent to a Swiss 

bachelor's degree must be confirmed for the following 

courses:

a. first national language

b. second national language

c. geography of Switzerland

d. history and social studies of Switzerland

open to all nationalities

Courses for theoretic requirements
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Projection of the number of surveyors
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Further information é

d,f,i,e
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Further information é

d,f,i,e

d,f,i

www.cadastre.ch


